We, the undersigned heads of the Washington Metropolitan Area Community of Concern schools, stand together in our belief that our students harm themselves, their families, our schools and our communities when they engage in the illegal use of alcohol, tobacco or other drugs.
We are committed to working together with parents, students and other schools:
· to educate our entire community about current scientific findings--that underage drinking, smoking and drug use can adversely and permanently affect the physical, psychological and emotional development of adolescents.
· to share in the responsibility of requiring, promoting and modeling safe, ethical and legal behavior in regard to alcohol and drug use.
· to provide and support social activities that are alcohol and drug free.
· to provide or recommend counseling services wherever needed.
We expect:
· all enrolled families to be knowledgeable about their school's prevention policy on alcohol, tobacco and other drug use as laid out in the school handbook and to support the rules of the school and the laws of the state.
· all parents to honor the school's substance abuse policy when sponsoring private off-campus parties.
· all students to be accountable for their behavior and answerable to their own school policies on and off-campus.
· all schools to inform each other of students who are involved in alcohol, tobacco or other drug use while visiting another school's campus or school-sponsored activity.
