AGREEMENT FOR SAFE DRIVING

As  …   your child’s name …becomes 15 years of age and older, he will begin making more and more decisions that could ultimately affect his and other’s life and safety.  It is his parents’ goal to allow …your child’s name….more individual responsibility as he matures and exercises good judgment.  This agreement outlines the responsibilities of …your child’s name…and his parents as …your child’s name…makes this transition from youth to adult.  The additional privileges …your child’s name…may attain are in direct proportion to his following the rules outlined herein and his using good judgment.  …Your child’s name…does not “automatically” acquire additional privileges due to age or peer pressures, but due to his earning the privilege by his ongoing actions.

The parties agree that these conditions were formulated in order to sustain …your child’s name… awareness of the serious risks to health and life that are associated with driving.  These conditions also serve to remind the parents of their responsibilities in maintaining a good relationship that should be characterized by mutual respect and two-way communication which are essential to the growth process.  All terms in the agreement are subject to change by mutual consent of both parties.  All parties agree to implement this agreement cooperatively and with a positive attitude.

Obligations and Responsibilities of…Your child’s name…:

1) He obeys all traffic laws.

2) He drives defensively.

3) As a driver and passenger, he wears his seat belt; as a driver he insists that his passengers wear theirs.

4) He does not drive after consuming alcohol or any other illicit substances, nor does he permit a passenger to consume any illegal or unauthorized substance.  He does not ride in a car in which anyone has consumed or possesses illegal or unauthorized substances. He does not participate in any situation that involves reckless driving.  If he finds himself in an alcohol or chemical-related situation, or one that involves reckless driving, and he finds that not participating will leave him without transportation, he will call his parents any time, day or night.  They will not ask any questions.  The above does not preclude …your child’s name…from partaking in a Safe Rider’s type of program, or taking home someone who has been using illegal drugs or alcohol.

5) He does not drive another vehicle, nor permit anyone to drive his, except for a genuine emergency, such as illness or injury.

6) He keeps parents advised of intended route and designations and anticipated time of return.  …Your child’s name…agrees to 11:30 p.m. curfew on Friday and Saturday nights and 10:30 p.m. on school nights. He will call parents if anticipated return time is delayed or if any plans change.  He agrees to let parents know when he has arrived home.

7) He immediately reports all accidents to parents and will not discuss any accident with anyone except the police before talking to parents.  He will endeavor to get the names and phone numbers of all witnesses to any accident.

8) He willingly responds to parents’ requests for running errands and taking siblings to school and events and agrees to enter into calm discussion when he believes request is not reasonable.

9) He advises parents of mechanical malfunction, …your child’s name…will pay the cost for any such malfunction, up to $300, any amount over $300 will be considered a “split” if the malfunction is not caused by misuse or wreck.

10) He will lock the car whenever parked and will park in safe, well-lighted locations.

11) He will never leave home or a home he is visiting after he has checked in for the night.  …Your child’s name…also agrees to leave message for either parent if they are not home before he leaves to let them know of his plans and time of return.

12) If …your child’s name…has a traffic violation or accident that causes an increase in the car insurance premium, …your child’s name…agrees to pay 1/2 of the additional premium cost.

13) He pays for all tickets, appears in court (if necessary) and attends a defensive driving course at his expense if he is ticketed.

14) If …your child’s name…receives two traffic violations in a one-year period he will repeat driver’s education at his cost.

15) He will not drive if parents feel he has not had enough sufficient sleep to drive safely.  This situation will be discussed openly and mutually agreed upon.

16) He maintains a grade point average of 3.0 or higher.

17) If …your child’s name…loses his insurance on a substantiated matter he will be prohibited from driving.

18) Your child’s name… is the owner of the vehicle.  However, it is understood that his parents have control of when and how the vehicle can be used as outlined herein.

Parents Obligations:

1) Parents continue to keep doors of communication open by a willingness to discuss sensitive topics in an objective manner.

2) Parents continue to keep doors of communication open by refraining from using belittling language in any disciplinary situation.

3) If James finds himself in an alcohol or chemical-related situation, or one that involves reckless driving, and he finds that not participating will leave him without transportation, he will call his parents any time, day or night.  Parents will not ask any questions.

4) Parents will pay for car insurance (except as provided in number 14 above).

5) Parents will pay for 1/2 the cost of car (such car being approved by parents).

If parents do not comply with the above obligations, …your child’s name…commitment for errand assistance will be suspended for one weekend per occurrence.

Extended Privileges by Meeting Conditions Consistently:

It is understood that having primary access to a car is in and of itself a significant privilege and that continued access to the car is sufficient recognition that …your child’s name…is a responsible driver.

However, the parents have chosen to further recognize consistent maturity and assumption of responsibility by the following:

After four months of driving, free of moving violations and any accidents or citations, …your child’s name… will be granted an extension of curfew to 11:45 p.m.

Non-compliance with driving privilege conditions results in suspension of privileges for the lengths of time as listed below.  Responsibility for errand assistance continues during driving privilege suspension.

Traffic violations:






one to six weeks

Does not wear a seat belt or insist that passengers wear theirs
two days to one week

Alcohol or drug-related situations or accidents
two months to one year

Driving another person’s vehicle or allows another to drive his, 

except in emergencies:





one to four weeks

Does not notify parents of delays:


Length of Delay


Length of Driving Privilege Suspension

0 - 20 minutes




eight hours


21 - 30 minutes



one day


every 15  minutes thereafter


one day

Does not notify of change in route:


one day

Does not notify of change in destination

one weekend to one month

Does not notify parent of mechanical malfunction
one day

Does not maintain 3.0 or higher GPA


first occurrence - four 









weeks, each additional 








occurrence add two 









weeks each time.  Does 








not have to be 










consecutive.
It is generally expected that a “day” of loss of use of car shall be construed to mean one weekend day.

More lenient remedies may be imposed at the discretion of the parents, based on James’ attitude and the relevant facts.  It is expected that remedies are to never exceed the penalties listed above.

Signatures indicate agreement with all Provisions as described above.

________________________

____________

Your child




Date

________________________

____________

Mother




Date

________________________

____________

Father





Date
