Dear Head of School,

I became aware of the Community of Concern at or through……and feel it is a valuable partnership.  The Community of Concern originated at the Georgetown Preparatory School in Bethesda, Maryland, in September of 1999 around a booklet written by and for parents from the school, reviewed by experts- “A Parent’s Guide for the Prevention of Alcohol, Tobacco and Other Drugs”.  The overwhelming response to the booklet in the Washington, DC area led Headmaster Dr. James Power and Mimi Fleury, a parent, to establish the Community of Concern.  This partnership of parents, students and schools works together to encourage the prevention of alcohol, tobacco and other drug use by young people.

This grass-roots initiative to share the booklet has continued to grow.  To date over 685,000 copies of these booklets are in parents’ hands in more than 25 different states across the nation.  Schools, parents and students are working together to keep kids safe and healthy.

The revised booklet, enclosed, features a new section “Brain 101” which was prepared with the help of 6 nationally prominent neuroscientists to help parents better understand the effects of alcohol and other drugs on the development of the adolescent brain.  The book also explains the dangers of substance abuse from a scientific, legal and social viewpoint and includes information about alcohol poisoning binge drinking, and elementary/middle school concerns for parents with younger children.  This updated version of the booklet has been reviewed by scientists from Duke University and a treatment expert.

Each booklet is customized for each school so that the school’s seal appears on the front and its own substance abuse policy is contained within.  The list of the local schools sharing the booklet is also printed on the cover.  The schools share in the cost of the printing.

I would like to invite you to assist in the creation of a Community of Concern for our area.  For your information and review, I have included a copy of the Georgetown Prep booklet, an order form and other information..  Mimi Fleury will contact you to answer any questions you may have about this program, and of course, please feel free to contact me at ……………………………….or Mrs. Fleury at 301-656-2481.  Our deadline for submitting orders will be  DATE.

Thank you for your kind consideration.

Sincerely,

Head of School

